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Irak-Arabi and El-Hasa on the east. Yet he himself,
although at present by far the most powerful personage
in the peninsula, is content to pay a small annual
tribute to the Sherif of Mecca in recognition of the
Sultan's suzerainty, such is still the potent influence of
the acknowledged head of Islam.

"Although this Eichard of the Nejd reached the
throne over the murdered body of his young nephew
Bender, and by the massacre of sixteen possible future
pretenders, he governs his subjects wisely and firmly.
His rule is described as mild and just, and the mejliss
or public court of justice is sbill daily held in the
palace-yard, where the Emir appears, just as Mr. Pal-
grave describes his predecessors, surrounded by officers
of state and a body-guard of 800 soldiers. . . . He is
on terms of alliance with all the Bedouins south of the
Nefud, and every year brings him in fresh tributaries
from among the former dependants of Ibn Saoucl [the
Wahhabi ruler]. Taxation is light, service in the army
voluntary, and Ibn EashicVs government eminently
popular. Nowhere in Asia can be found a more pros-
perous, contented, and peaceable community than in
Jebel-Shammar " (Blunt).

And thus has statesmanship succeeded where fana-
ticism failed. For the once formidable but now almost
extinct Wahhabi State had its rise in what was in its
origin essentially a religious movement. It aimed at the
reform of Islam, but it soon degenerated into a purely
political system, upheld by terror and blind fanaticism.
It was founded in the middle of the last century by
Abd-el-Wahhab, but owed its subsequent expansion to
his successor Ibn Saud, in. whose family the office of
Imam, or spiritual and temporal head, has since re-
mained. By the beginning of the present century the
"Wahhabi empire had spread over most of tfee peninsula,